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DETAILED ACTION 

The following action is in response to the original filing of October 5, 2004. Claims 1-41 
are pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 36-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 36-41 are drawn to a computer readable medium, which the applicant has 
defined in the specification (page 13, paragraph 40) to encompass an electronic 
transmission signal. The Office considers an electronic signal to be a form of energy. 
Energy is not a series of steps or acts and this is not a process. Energy is not a 
physical article or object and as such is not a machine or manufacture. Energy is not a 
combination of substances and therefore not a compilation of matter. Thus, an 
electronic transmission signal does not fall within any of the four categories of invention. 
Therefore, Claims 36-41 are not statutory. 

■ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

m 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-5, 9, 15-18, 25, 30, 31, and 34-39 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Duperrouzel et al. (US 7,149,982). 

Claims 1,15, 25, and 36: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer 
readable medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface, comprising: 

a. translating a selected scroll position in the web user interface to a pair of scroll 
coordinates in response to operation of a set scroll position function (column 8, lines 26- 
38/column 1 1 , lines 44-54); 

b. advancing the web user interface to the selected scroll position in response to 
each occurrence of an event including at least one of opening, reloading or refreshing 
the web user interface or operating a hyperlink in the web user interface (column 9, 
lines 16-23). 

Claims 2 and 16: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 1 and 16 
above, further comprising: 

a. setting at least a vertical scroll position and a horizontal scroll position in 
response to operation of the set scroll position function (column 12, lines 6-13). 
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Claims 3 and 37: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 1 and 16 
above, further comprising: 

a. setting either a vertical or horizontal scroll position in response to operation of 
the set scroll position function (column 11, lines 44-54); 

b. automatically setting the other of the vertical or horizontal scroll position in 
response to setting either the vertical or horizontal scroll position (column 11, lines 44- 
54). 

Claims 4, 17, and 38: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 1,15, and 36 
above, further comprising: 

a. storing the pair of scroll coordinates in association with a universal resource 
locator (URL) for the web user interface (column 1 1 , lines 44-54). 

Claims 5, 18, and 39: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 1,15, and 36 
above, further comprising: 

a. operating the set scroll position function in response to one of a right click 
action in a scrollbar of the web user interface to present a menu including a set position 
option or operating a button in the web user interface (column 1 1 , lines 44-54). 
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Claim 9: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable medium for 
maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claim 1 above, further 
comprising: 

a. operating the set scroll position function in association with a selected portlet 
(non-overlapping web page) in a portal environment to present the selected portlet at a 
same selected scroll position each time the portal environment is entered, refreshed, 
reloaded, or another portlet or hyperlink is activated in the portal environment (column 
4, lines 59-67/column 9, lines 16-23). 

Claim 30: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable medium for 
maintaining scroll position in a web user interface, comprising: 

a. a scroll feature to scroll the web user interface to a selected position in at least 
a horizontal or a vertical direction (column 7, lines 27-37); 

b. a set scroll position feature displayable in the web user interface to set or lock 
the selected scroll position (column 11, lines 44-54). 

Claim 31: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable medium for 
maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claim 30 above, further 
comprising: 

a. the set scroll position feature comprises a set scroll position option included in 
a context menu (column 1 1 , lines 44-54). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 6-8, 10-14, 19-24, 26-29, 40, and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Duperrouzel et al. (US 7,149,982). 

Claims 6 and 40: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 1 and 36 
above, but does not explicitly disclose listening for an unload event triggered in 
response to a browser unloading the web user interface. However, Duperrouzel does 
disclose using HTML script to set the saved coordinates of the vertical and horizontal 
scroll bars when the page is loaded (column 11, lines 38-60). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to listen for an unload event triggered in response to a browser unloading the web user 
interface. One would have been motivated to listen for an unload event in order to 
process the saved coordinates of the vertical or horizontal scroll bars, and display them 
accordingly. 

Claims 7 and 19: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 6 and 15 
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above, but does not explicitly disclose using a Javascript to listen for the unload event 
and to translate the selected scroll position to the pair of scroll coordinates. However, 
Duperrouzel does disclose using HTML script to set the saved coordinates of the 
vertical and horizontal scroll bars when the page is loaded (column 1 1 , lines 38-60). 
Additionally, the Examiner considers it immaterial as to which programming language 
the software being updated was written and that it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that a Javascript could 
be used to listen for the unload event and to translate the selected scroll position to the 
pair of scroll coordinates. One would have been motivated to use a Javascript to listen 
for the unload event in view of the fact that Java is a widely used programming 
language throughout the Internet and World Wide Web (WWW). 

Claims 8 and 41: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 1 and 36 
above, further comprising: 

a. receiving a browser request for a URL associated with the web user interface 
(column 12, lines 18-22). 

Duperrouzel does not explicitly disclose generating a script for resetting the web 

■ 

user interface to the selected scroll position in response to the browser request 
containing the pair of scroll coordinates or adding the script to a response to the 
browser request. However, Duperrouzel does disclose using HTML script to set the 
saved coordinates of the vertical and horizontal scroll bars when the page is loaded 



? 



Application/Control Number: 10/711 ,781 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2109 

■ 

(column 9, lines 43-53/column 11, lines 38-60). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to generate a 
script for resetting the user interface to the selected scroll position in response to the 
browser request containing the pair of scroll coordinates and adding the script to a 
response to the browser request. One would have been motivated to generate a script 
for resetting the web user interface and add the script in response to the browser 
request in order to allow the user to navigate back to the desired scroll position. 

d. automatically scrolling a browser to the selected scroll position in response to 
the script (column 12, lines 28-45). 

Claims 10 and 20: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface, comprising: 

a. receiving a browser request for a URL associated with the web user interface 
(column 12, lines 18-22). 

Duperrouzel does not explicitly disclose generating a script for resetting the web 
user interface to the selected scroll position in response to the browser request 
containing the pair of scroll coordinates or adding the script to a response to the 
browser request. However, Duperrouzel does disclose using HTML script to set the 
saved coordinates of the vertical and horizontal scroll bars when the page is loaded 
(column 9, lines 43-53/column 1 1 , lines 38-60). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to generate a 
script for resetting the user interface to the selected scroll position in response to the 
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browser request containing the pair of scroll coordinates and adding the script to a 
response to the browser request. One would have been motivated to generate a script 
for resetting the web user interface and add the script in response to the browser 
request in order to allow the user to navigate back to the desired scroll position. 

d. automatically scrolling a browser to the selected scroll position in response to 
the script (column 12, lines 28-45). 

Claim 1 1 : Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable medium for 
maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claim 10 above, further 
comprising: 

a. forming the pair of scroll coordinates by translating the preset scroll position in 
the web user interface (column 8, lines 26-38). 

Claims 12, 22, and 28: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer 
readable medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 10, 
20, and 25, but does not explicitly disclose listening for an unload event or appending 
the pair of scroll coordinates to the URL in response to detecting the unload event. 
However, Duperrouzel does disclose using HTML script to set the saved coordinates of 
the vertical and horizontal scroll bars when the page is loaded and transmitting recalled 
URL's to the network to with the characteristics of each display panel being displayed in 
accordance with the stored configuration settings (column 11, lines 38-60). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
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was made to listen for an unload event and append the pair of scroll coordinates to the 
URL in response to detecting the unload event. One would have been motivated to 
listen for an unload event in order to process the saved coordinates of the vertical or 
horizontal scroll bars, and display the result on the page. 

Claims 13 and 23: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 10 and 20 
above, further comprising: 

a. translating the preset scroll position to the pair of scroll coordinates in 
response to operation of a set scroll position function in the browser (column 8, lines 26- 
38/column 1 1 , lines 44-54). 

Claims 14, 24, and 29: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer 
readable medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 10, 
20, and 25 above, further comprising: 

a. appending the pair of scroll coordinates to the URL in response to operation of 
a set scroll position function in the browser (column 1 1 , lines 44-54). 

Claim 26: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable medium for 
maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claim 25 above, further 
comprising: 
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a. receiving a browser request for a URL associated with the web user interface 
(column 12, lines 18-22). 

Duperrouzel does not explicitly disclose generating a script for resetting the web 
user interface to the selected scroll position in response to the browser request 
containing the pair of scroll coordinates or adding the script to a response to the 
browser request. However, Duperrouzel does disclose using HTML script to set the 
saved coordinates of the vertical and horizontal scroll bars when the page is loaded 
(column 9, lines 43-53/column 1 1 , lines 38-60)! Therefore, it would have been obvious 

■ 

to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to generate a 
script for resetting the user interface to the selected scroll position in response to the 
browser request containing the pair of scroll coordinates and adding the script to a 
response to the browser request. One would have been motivated to generate a script 
for resetting the web user interface and add the script in response to the browser 
request in order to allow the user to navigate back to the desired scroll position. 

Claims 21 and 27: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable 
medium for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claims 20 and 26 
above, further comprising: 

d. automatically scrolling the browser to the selected scroll position in response 
to the script (column 12, lines 28-45). 
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7. Claims 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Duperrouzel et al. (US 7,149,982) in view of Ishikawa (US 5,506,951). 

Claim 32: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable medium for 
maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claim 31 above, but does not 
explicitly disclose the context menu is displayed in response to performing a right- 
clicking action on a scrollbar of a browser. Ishikawa discloses a similar user interface 
for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface that further discloses clicking on 
the menu area of the jump tag causes a pop-up menu to be displayed (column 6, lines 
53-56/Figure 3b). Though neither reference explicitly discloses right-clicking to bring up 
the context menu, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to enable this feature in Duperrouzel due to the fact 
that Ishikawa uses a clicking feature to display the pop-up menu. One would have been 
motivated to display the context menu in response to performing a right-clicking action 
on the context menu to enable the user to easily save the position of the scrollbar with 
limited cursor movement across the display. 

Claim 33: Duperrouzel discloses a system, method, and computer readable medium for 
maintaining scroll position in a web user interface as in Claim 30 above, but does not 
explicitly disclose the set scroll position feature comprises a floating button. Ishikawa 
discloses a similar user interface for maintaining scroll position in a web user interface 
that further discloses creating a jump tag to indicate a saved scroll position (column 5, 
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lines 53-62). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include a floating button with the set scroll 
position feature. One would have been motivated to include a floating button with the 
set scroll position feature to provide a visual indicator to the user that specifies the set 
position of the scrollbars. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Omar Abdul-Ali whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1694. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri(Alternate Fridays Off) 7:30 - 
5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on 571-270-1065. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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